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WILL PASSENGER RAIL SERVICE RETURN TO LEONIA? 

http://www.northernbranchcorridor.com/
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 Mauris imperdiet. Duis nec purus 
non dui auctor consequat. Maecenas 
faucibus. Ut quis velit ac mi lacinia 
euismod. 

Ut risus purus, congue vel, mattis id, 
eleifend ut, dui. Integer dapibus. 
Quisque turpis. Suspendisse pede. 
Duis id leo. 

Cras congue, sapien vitae vestibulum 
adipiscing, erat lacus commodo 
lectus, in imperdiet massa risus vel 
tellus. Sed tincidunt cursus libero. 

Donec consectetuer, dui vitae congue 
rhoncus, enim libero egestas ante. 
Fusce euismod tempus nulla. Donec 
pellentesque mattis diam. 

“Mauris non erat. Integer dolor metus, 
hendrerit a, convallis vel, vehicula in, enim.” 

     A Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) has been prepared in 
accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), and is 
expected to be released for public comment in mid-2009 according to NJ 
Transit officials. This bulletin contains information prepared by NJ Transit 
about the project and potential impacts for our community. This project 
will have a significant impact on Leonia. 
     The Northern Branch Corridor Project seeks to restore passenger rail 
service on the existing Northern Branch rail corridor, which now serves 
only freight trains. Proposed service would run through North Bergen in 
Hudson County, and Fairview, Ridgefield, Palisades Park, Leonia, 
Englewood, and Tenafly in Bergen County. 
     There are two alternate service plans proposed and two alternate 
vehicle modes proposed - Diesel Multiple Unit (DMU) and Electric Light 
Rail Vehicle (LRT). See page 3 for more information on vehicle 
alternatives. The NJ Transit plans include one station site in Leonia that is 
shown on the map on page 2. 
     The Leonia Transportation Committee has developed a 
communication plan to provide information to Leonia residents about the 
project and alternatives, and to initiate a community dialogue in order to 
assess the impact of the proposed project on our community and obtain 
feedback from residents. The information provided in this bulletin is the 
first step of our communication plan. During our community outreach 
phase of the communication plan, we hope to obtain a consensus from 
Leonia residents regarding the proposal to restore passenger rail service. 

Learn More  
Leonia Station Site—page 2 
Traffic Level of Service—page 5 
Vehicle Type and Destination—page 3 
Noise—page 3 
Other Considerations—page 4 
Frequently Asked Questions—page 7 
Glossary of Terms—page 8 
NJ Transit Presentation Board— page 6 
 

     Leonia faces numerous challenges in 2009. This special bulletin 
spotlights the possibility of the restoration of passenger rail service on 
the railroad, which passes through Leonia. Passenger rail service would 
bring with it many potential benefits and burdens, which need to be 
addressed so that the impact of rail service would not create issues for 
our residents and business owners. Your elected officials need to know 
what Leonia residents are thinking in terms of whether or not the restoration 
of passenger rail service should be encouraged. Issues such as traffic flow, 
parking, and noise need to be evaluated and addressed.  We encourage 
Leonia residents to participate in the process and speak their mind. Now is 
the time to be heard! 
 

*****NJ Transit presented information, maps and charts included in this 
bulletin on June 30, 2008 at the CLC Meeting in Englewood, NJ.  The 
findings are discussed in this bulletin; the presentation board can be 
viewed on page 6. 

Residents should submit their written comments to  
the Leonia Transportation Committee via email at 
 Leoniatransportation@gmail.com. 
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   Leonia Station Site 

 

The NJ Transit plan includes one station in Leonia as shown on the above map.   
Go to www.northernbranchcorridor.com/docs/cicjun08/Leonia.pdf to view an enlarged version of the map 
and other information. As part of the rail line project, New Jersey Transit is planning to pave significant portions 
of Overpeck Park in Leonia to build a 780-space regional commuter parking lot or multi-story parking garage.  
This will necessarily result in increased traffic congestion to Fort Lee Road and surrounding areas. Without the 
establishment of federally-approved “quiet zones,” the rail line would also have a “severe” noise impact on large 
parts of Overpeck Park in Leonia, as well as on a large residential section of Leonia (noted by the large circle). 
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Vehicle Type and Destination 
 
      A decision on the type of vehicle has not been made yet. Both alternatives will involve construction of 
new transportation infrastructure including stations and yards. 
      The Northern Branch DMU [Diesel] Alternative would provide service to municipalities along the 
corridor between Leonia and North Bergen.  To reach Manhattan would require a passenger to transfer twice: 
first in North Bergen to the HBLR, and second in either Weehawken or Hoboken to reach NYC; estimated 
travel time from Leonia to Hoboken ~37 min.  Diesel technology perpetuates reliance on fossil fuels with 
resultant air pollution, and requires short high-level platforms.    
      The Electric Light Rail Alternative would provide service from Leonia to Hoboken.  To reach 
Manhattan would require one transfer, either in Weehawken or Hoboken, to reach NYC; estimated travel 
time from Leonia to Hoboken ~27 min.  This service will be time-separated from the freight operations—
passenger service would operate between 5:30 a.m. and 10:30 p.m., while freight service would operate 
between 11:00 p.m. and 5:00 a.m. Electric technology does not utilize fossil fuels, and requires short low-
level platforms.  
 
Noise 
 
      Refer to the map on page 2 for locations of “severe” noise impact areas indicated by the large circle 
delineating the area that will be impacted, according to NJT.  In practical terms this means that for affected 
areas in Leonia during commuting hours, train whistles will sound at 12 to 15 minutes intervals during rush 
hours from 5:30 AM to 10:30 PM resulting in  “severe” noise impacts with less severe impacts farther away 
from the station.  Leonia has a right to apply to the Federal Railroad Agency to be designated a “Quiet 
Zone,” which would mitigate the noise impact.  However, it is not assured that this would be granted, and, 
even if it is, Leonia would have to pay for the construction and maintenance of the necessary infrastructure.  
If “Quiet Zone” status is not granted, or if Leonia cannot afford its costs, significant noise impacts will 
negatively affect the quality of life in affected areas.
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 Other Considerations in Leonia 

 

 In the opinion of NJ Transit: 
 

    Note:  The “dots” in the “Community Facilities” box below correspond to the page 2 map. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Where can I find more detailed information about this project? 
Go to the NJ Transit website at www.northernbranchcorridor.com/ 

http://www.northernbranchcorridor.com/
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What is the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) process? 
The EIS process is mandated by the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA). NEPA regulations govern the 
environmental review process for projects that may result in significant environmental impacts, to ensure that all significant issues 
are identified and the full range of alternatives and impacts of the proposed project are addressed. The EIS is part of a process that 
must be completed for a project to be eligible for federal capital funds. The EIS will identify significant environmental issues in the 
environmental review process, including thorough consultation with federal, state and local agencies and from public input. 
 
When will the Draft Environmental Impact Statement be available for public review? Will the public have a chance 
to comment on it? 

Frequently Asked Questions  

NJ Transit anticipates that the DEIS will be released in mid-2009 and the public will be advised via newspaper advertisements, and 
the Leonia website, of the locations where the public may review copies of the DEIS. Also, NJ Transit will conduct a public 
hearing to obtain public input on the DEIS. Check NJ Transit website for date, time, and location of public hearing. 
 
What is the estimated cost of the Northern Branch Corridor Project? 
The cost of the project will depend on the Alternate selected in the EIS process and will be discussed in the EIS. 
 
What alternatives will the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) Consider? 
The range of preliminary alternatives identified in the Scoping Document include: Diesel Multiple Unit alternative, Electric Light 
Rail alternative, and a No Action alternative. 
 
What is the Northern Branch Corridor Project’s relationship to the Tunnel Project? 

The Tunnel project involves the expansion of New York’s Penn Station, a two-track tunnel under the Hudson River, and additional 
improvements that will allow NJ Transit to increase its rail capacity and improve service. A connection of the Northern Branch 
Corridor line to the Tunnel will necessitate a separate environmental process, as it will be a separate project in the future.
 
How many times would I have to change trains to get to Manhattan? 

On a DMU service, a change to the Hudson Bergen Light Rail (HBLR) in North Bergen and a second change to either a ferry in 
Weehawken or PATH in Hoboken would be needed. A LRT system would eliminate the North Bergen transfer, but not the 
subsequent ferry or PATH connections. 
 

How many times would the train pass through Leonia? 
Peak hour service on a DMU system would have 15-minute headways, which would be four trains per hour per direction. Off peak 
DMU service has 30-minute headways or two trains per hour per direction. On an LRT system, peak service has 12-minute 
headways with five trains per hour per direction. Off peak LRT service has 24-minute headways or two trains per hour per 
direction. 

Leonia is a small town. Why are so many parking spaces needed? 
NJT ridership model seeks to increase its ridership by strategically locating parking in Overpeck Park located off highway exit 
Route 95 and Route 80.  A large capacity parking facility can be expected to have significant traffic impacts to Fort Lee Road 
during commuting hours, and would thereby adversely affect the flow of traffic within Leonia. 

Who (which government agency) makes the final decision on the project? 
NJ Transit determines the modes and terminus, which is carried forward into the Final EIS. The FTA will approve a Final EIS and  
Issue a record of decision (ROD). The ROD memorializes the FTA’s satisfaction that the NEPA process has been successfully 
conducted and details the conditions under which the project is approved. 
 
If this project is approved, when will construction start? 
After the ROD has been received, NJ Transit can begin Final Engineering, which could take as long as two years to 
 complete. However, some aspects of construction could start during that period, such as utility relocations. 
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Glossary of Terms  
 
Diesel Multiple Unit (DMU): A self-propelled, diesel-powered passenger rail car. In 2002, the first DMU designed and approved by 
the Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) that meets the latest FRA standards to operate in mixed freight traffic was introduced by 
the Colorado Railcar Manufacturing Company. 
 
Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS): The draft version of the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) that documents the 
potential social, economic and environmental effects of a proposed project or action and alternatives to it. It is released to the public 
and agencies for review and comment. 
 
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS): The report that is required by the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969, which 
documents the potential social, economic, and environmental effects of a proposed project or action, and alternatives to it. 
 
Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS): The environmental document prepared following the close of the comment period 
for the Draft EIS (DEIS). The FEIS incorporates changes to the project analysis, and reflects pertinent agency and public comments on 
the DEIS. The FEIS, if not done previously, also identifies the alternative selected for the project. 
 
HBLR:  Hudson-Bergen Light Rail line which connects the towns of Bayonne, Jersey City, Hoboken, Weehawken, Union City, and 
North Bergen. 
 
Headways: Time between trains on the same route. 
 
Light Rail Transit (LRT): A self-propelled vehicle operated on predominantly reserved, but not necessarily grade-separated, rights-
of-way. Compared to heavy (commuter) rail transit, LRT is characterized by smaller trains, shorter headways (time between trains on 
the same route), slower speeds, more frequent stops, and the possibility to operate in mixed traffic on surface 
streets. Light rail vehicles do not meet federal safety requirements to operate in mixed freight environments. Examples in New Jersey 
include the electric-powered Hudson-Bergen Light Rail (HBLR) and Newark Light Rail and the diesel-powered River Line between 
Trenton and Camden. 
 
Mitigation: Planning of project design and/or construction to avoid or overcome adverse impacts. 
 
Northern Branch: A lightly used freight rail line owned by CSX Transportation that runs through the Hudson and Bergen County 
communities of North Bergen, Fairview, Ridgefield, Palisades Park, Leonia, Englewood, Leonia, Cresskill, Demarest, Closter, 
Norwood and Northvale. 
 
Northern Branch Corridor: The area through which the Northern Branch rail line traverses. The Corridor is a densely settled 
suburban environment that has not been served by passenger rail since the 1960s. 
 
Quiet Zone: Rail crossings that have special controls (gates, lights and other supplementary safety measures) where the sounding of 
train horns or other audible warning devices are not required when trains are crossing. The Federal Railroad Administration 
establishes crossing control requirements and Quiet Zone designations and has final jurisdiction over Quiet Zone applications. 
 
Scoping: A step in the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) process that provides an opportunity for members of the general public, 
stakeholders, and others to comment on the purpose and need of a proposed project/action, the types of alternatives to be considered, 
and to provide input on the issues and concerns that should be addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement. 
 
Wayside: A section of track, next to the main track, where a train can park or stand allowing another train to pass using the main 
track. 

 
 

Decisions made today will impact Leonia for years to come.  We need 
to know your opinion on this most important matter.  Please email us: 

Leoniatransportation@gmail.com   
 

The Leonia Transportation Committee:   Adrienne Albanese / Matthew Brennan / Frank Livelli, MD / Barbara Marchant / Vanessa Marks 


